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IntroductIon
The Gerber Foundation was established 
in 1952 as the Gerber Baby Foods 
Fund by Daniel Gerber, Sr. and 
Gerber Products Company, and 
provided $14,700 in support to 
various organizations in that first 
year. While the Gerber name may 
imply a strict interest in infant 
nutrition, our commitment is to a 
much broader range of activities sig-
nificantly impacting issues facing in-
fants and young children. 

The mission of the Foundation 
– to enhance the quality of life 
of infants and young children in 
nutrition, care, and development – 
remains the guiding beacon for 
Foundation giving. Accordingly, 
priority is given to US research 
projects whose primary beneficiaries  
are young children from birth to three 
years of age. We are particularly 
interested in research that could 

provide clinically useful insights 
and lead to positive changes in the 
pediatrician’s day-to-day practice. 

As of the end of 2012, the Foundation 
has awarded nearly $95.4 million 
dollars in grants to individuals and 
institutions throughout the world. 
While the Foundation maintains a 
small grant program that reflects 
our ongoing commitment to West 
Michigan communities, the vast 
majority of the Foundation’s 
grant dollars are distributed on a 
competitive basis for national 
research focused on pediatric 
health and/or nutrition concerns, 
including the effects of environmental 
hazards on the well-being of infants  
and young children. Through our  
grant-making efforts, we are 
committed to improving the health 
and well-being of the youngest mem-
bers of our society.
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Nutrition, Child Safety Highlight Foundation’s Giving in 2012

The Gerber Foundation’s work to help improve the lives 
of infants and young children moved forward during 2012 
with several noteworthy funded research projects. National 
grants totaled $2,253,725 during the year. Among the 
funded studies:

•	 Michigan	 Technological	 University	 –	 Infant	 tears	may	
prove to be a useful method of assessing the nutritional 
status of the infant, which would negate the need to 
draw blood.

•	 Tufts	 University	 –	 Another	 nutrition	 grant,	 this	 study	
entails using saliva to determine whether an infant is 
ready to orally feed or needs to be tube fed.

•	 At	Cincinnati	Children’s	Hospital,	a	Novice	Researcher	
is exploring whether increasing the amount of protein 
intake in infants with brain injury will improve brain 
development and neurodevelopmental outcomes.

•	 Dartmouth	 Children’s	 –	 Emergency	 Room	 physicians	
could use a tool that can help reveal whether a child’s 
head trauma resulted from abuse or an accident. 
Researchers	at	Dartmouth	hope	to	develop	this	tool	so	
that appropriate screening and referrals can be made.

•	 An	 Upstate	 Medical	 University	 study	 is	 examining	
whether there are biomarkers in the blood that can be 
used to diagnose autism in very young children.

•	 And	 at	 Wayne	 State	 University,	 researchers	 want	 to	
identify the incidence of inner ear infections in preterm 
infants and compare this to hearing loss at birth and 
within the first few months of life.

In this Report
Among	 the	work	 highlighted	 in	 this	 Annual	 Report	 are	
three funded projects that are demonstrating the potential 
to improve the lives of many children.

•	 Research	led	by	Drs.	Gregory	Crawford	and	Mark	Alber	
at	 the	University	 of	Notre	Dame	 could	 lead	 to	 a	 tool	
that can accurately and quantitatively measure the age 
of bruises. This tool would be most useful in diagnosing 
and reporting cases of child abuse. 

•	 At	 the	 Monroe	 Carell	 Jr.	 Children’s	 Hospital	 at	
Vanderbilt	University,	Dr.	James	Wynn	explores	a	new	
way to identify infection in preterm babies. 

•	 Novice	Researcher	Jennifer	Charlton	at	the	University	
of Virginia is seeking better ways to identify infants at-
risk for chronic kidney problems so their families can be 
provided with education and close monitoring.

“Anyone who does anything to help a child in his life is a hero to me.”
Fred Rogers

Barbara J. Ivens
Board President

Catherine A. Obits
Program Director
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natIonal Grants 
 
Children’s Hospital of Boston (Alan Woolf, MD, MPH)  289,194 
Boston,	MA	
Comparing	blood	and	hair	aluminum	levels	and	developmental	status	in	infants	
 
Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth (Kent Hymel, MD)  169,481 
Lebanon,	NH	
Validation of a prediction rule for pediatric abusive head trauma 
 
Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles (Tai Wei Wu, MD)  43,984 
Los	Angeles,	CA	
Brain temperature of newborns with hypoxic-ischemic encephalopathy during 
and after hypothermia therapy 
 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (Enrico Danzer, MD)  20,000 
Philadelphia, PA 
Amniotic fluid levels of glial fibrillary acidic protein in human myelomeningocele 
fetuses undergoing prenatal coverage 
 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh (Misty Good, MD) 20,000
Pittsburgh, PA 
Toll-like	receptor	related	biomarkers	in	NEC	
 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital (Stephanie Merhar, MD)  19,996 
Cincinnati,	OH	
Protein supplementation in infants with brain injury 
   
Michigan Technological University (Adrienne Minerick, PhD)  166,935 
Houghton,	MI	
Rapid	nutritional	analysis	from	infant	tears	
 
Montefiore Medical Center (Mamta Fuloria, MBBS)  298,996 
Bronx, NY 
Effect	of	L-Carnitine	supplementation	on	neurodevelopmental	outcomes	in	
very preterm infants 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Medical School (Barry Weinberger, MD)  173,986 
New	Brunswick,	NJ	
Protective effects of dietary fatty acids in phthalate-induced inflammation 
 
Sanford Research/USD (Michelle Baack, MD)  49,907 
Sioux	Falls,	SD	
Effects	of	Omega-3	fatty	acid	supplementation	in	premature	infants	
 
Tufts University (Jill Maron, MD, MPH)  90,000 
Boston,	MA	
Neonatal	oral	feeding	readiness	in	Salivary	High-Throughput	Diagnostics
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University of California, San Diego (Mary Harbert, MD)  273,252 
San	Diego,	CA	
Temporary tattoo electronics for unobtrusive detection of newborn seizures 
 
University of California, San Francisco (Andrea Wickremasinghe, MD)  20,000 
San	Francisco,	CA	
Late impact of phototherapy 
 
University of California, San Francisco (Emily Tam, MD)  144,110 
San	Francisco,	CA	
Cholesterol	and	Omega-3	fatty	acid	levels	on	brain	development	
in preterm infants 
 
University of Massachusetts (Penny Feldman, MD)  291,420 
Worcester,	MA	
Should	infants	with	Down	Syndrome	be	screened	more	frequently	
for thyroid dysfunction? 
 
University of Rochester (Ahmad El Samra, MD)  20,000 
Rochester,	NY	
Biomarkers for perinatal acute kidney injury in preterm infants 
 
University of South Florida (Thao Ho, DO)  19,861 
Tampa, FL 
Effect	of	PRBC	transfusions	on	intestinal	inflammation	in	VLBW	infants	
 
University of Texas, Southwestern (Joseph Cantey, MD)  20,000 
Dallas,	TX	
Use	and	misuse	of	antibiotic	therapy	in	the	NICU	
 
Upstate Medical University (Stephen Glatt, PhD) 299,764
Syracuse,	NY	
Blood based biomarkers for early Autism diagnosis 
 
Wayne State University (James Coticchia, MD) 112,033
Detroit,	MI	
Incidence	of	Congenital	Otitis	Media	and	hearing	loss	in	preterm	infants	
 
 
total natIonal Grants aWarded:    $2,253,725
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Applicant: Gregory Crawford, PhD, and Mark Alber, PhD
Institution: University of Notre Dame
Funded Study: 2010: Development of a Tool to Assess the Age of Bruises in Young Children 

New Tool Could Aid Child Protection Efforts

Each	 year	 in	 the	 United	 States,	 an estimated 2,400 
children die as a result of abuse.	More	than	500,000	are	
seriously injured or disabled.

While	 health	 professionals	 and	 others	 are	 required	 to	
report suspected cases of abuse, it can be difficult to tell if 
a child’s bruise was an 
accident - or a telltale 
mark of mistreatment.

“What	 it	 comes	 down	
to today is the eye 
and judgment of the 
physician examining 
the	 child,”	 says	 Dr.	
Greg	 Crawford,	
Dean	 of	 the	 College	
of	 Science	 at	 the	
University	 of	 Notre	
Dame.	

Indeed,	 studies	
show that physician 
estimates of bruise age are inaccurate and “really no 
better	than	an	educated	guess,”	Dr.	Crawford	said.

He	 approached	 the	 Gerber	 Foundation	 in	 2010	 with	
his plan to develop a tool that could accurately and 
quantitatively	 measure	 the	 age	 of	 bruises.	 His	 idea:	
combine spectroscopy measurements and modeling to 
map the changing composition of aging bruises.

Spectroscopy	 can	 help	 determine	 the	 chemical	
composition of tissue by measuring how much it 
absorbs and reflects different wavelengths of light. 
Dr.	 Crawford	 and	 his	 associates	 used	 this	 method	 to	
examine accidental bruises, recording bilirubin, blood, 
and oxygen levels in the bruise. As the blood oxidizes, 
“we age the extravascular hemoglobin,” he said.

An algorithm was built from the data, leading to a 
model based on “skin and tissue and how blood flows 
out of a bruise,” he said. The model simulates seven 
layers of skin, more than any previous models, “allowing 
for a much clearer spectroscopic picture of a bruise’s 
composition and age,” he noted.

Ideally,	 he	 said,	 a	
handheld device will be 
available in two years. 
With	it,	physicians	will	
simply shine visible 
light on a bruise and 
see the analysis on 
a	 small	 screen.	 Dr.	
Crawford	 would	 like	
the tool to be more 
compact than his 
working model, which 
is about the size of two 
softballs.

As for the Gerber 
Foundation,	Dr.	Crawford	said	the	project	has	been	an	
“ideal undertaking” that combined science and mission.

“I	 think	this	project	 just	connected	and	resonated	with	
our	mutual	missions	to	serve	children.	Our	work	centered	
around	child	abuse,	which	is	an	awful	problem.	We	are	
so very grateful to the Gerber Foundation. They have 
helped so much to move us forward.”

Working	with	Dr.	Crawford	on	the	project	are	Oleg	Kim	
(University	 of	 Notre	 Dame),	 John	 McMurdy	 (Brown	
University),	 Collin	 Lines	 (University	 of	 Notre	 Dame),	
Susan	 Duffy	 (Hasbro	 Children’s	 Hospital),	 Gregory	
Crawford	 (University	 of	Notre	Dame)	 and	Mark	Alber	
(University	of	Notre	Dame).

natIonal Grant HIGHlIGHts



7

Applicant: James L. Wynn, MD
Institution: Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt University
Funded Study: 2010: Gene Expression in Neonatal Sepsis 

Research Examines New Way to Identify Infection in Pre-term Babies

Everyone	 gets	 infections.	 Often	 we	 just	 get	 better.	
Sometimes,	we	need	the	help	of	antibiotics.

But it’s not that simple with babies, especially preterm 
babies,	says	Dr.	James	Wynn	of	the	Monroe	Carell	Jr.	
Children’s	Hospital	at	Vanderbilt	University.

“A fetus born too early doesn’t respond to infections 
and treatments in the same way as older children and 
adults,” he said.

Dr.	Wynn’s	project	with	the	Gerber	Foundation	centers	
on	how	preterm	babies	respond	to	sepsis	–	a	bacterial	
infection in the blood 
that is often fatal. 
Outcomes	 for	 sepsis	
haven’t changed for 
30 years.

The challenge is that 
preemies “throw 
off a number of red 
herrings	–	they’re	not	
breathing all the time, 
their gut is distended. 
It’s	 not	 always	
because they’re sick, 
but because they’re 
not supposed to be 
here yet,” he said.

“What	 we	 can’t	 yet	
identify is: are their bodies simply reacting to being here 
too soon, or are they actually infected?”

Dr.	Wynn’s	 research,	 which	 is	 still	 underway,	 aims	 to	
demonstrate that there are developmental ways that 
babies	respond	to	infections.	He	is	examining	whether	
neutrophil-specific genome-wide expression signatures 

and plasma inflammatory marker concentrations can 
distinguish infected from non-infected pre-term babies.
His	study	of	100	infants	is	separated	into	four	groups:	
uninfected, a control group of age-matched infants, 
blood culture-positive infants (gram-positive, gram-
negative)	and	infants	with	blood	culture-negative	clinical	
sepsis.

Peripheral blood is collected at four time points: at 
initial sepsis evaluation, and then at 12, 24 and 48 
hours. Analysis of gene expression and inflammatory 
biomarker concentrations are made to assess the ability 
of patterns to discriminate between infected and non-

infected	 infants.	 Dr.	
Wynn	 also	wants	 to	
determine if these 
genome signatures 
and plasma markers 
can distinguish 
pathogen-specif ic 
classification among 
neonates with sepsis. 

When	 this	 study	 is	
complete,	Dr.	Wynn	
hopes to conduct 
further research on 
neonatal response 
to infection through 
an application to the 
National	Institutes	of	
Health.

“The reason this work is being done at all is because the 
people at the Gerber Foundation have vision and have 
given	us	a	chance,”	Dr.	Wynn	said.	“I	am	so	pleased	our	
visions	have	lined	up.	I	feel	lucky	to	be	at	the	front	end	
of this work.
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Applicant: Jennifer Charlton, MD
Institution: University of Virginia
Funded Study 2010: Neonatal Urinary Insulin-Like Growth Factor Proteins Predict Renal
Dysfunction in Growing Preterm Infants 

Predicting Renal function in preterm infants

Nearly	1	in	every	12	babies	in	the	United	States	is	born	
with	low	birthweight.	Some	of	these	babies	are	healthy,	
even though they are small. But low birthweight means 
serious health problems for many.

Dr.	Jennifer	Charlton,	a	young	researcher	at	the	University	
of Virginia, knows that premature and low birthweight 
babies are at-risk for kidney and cardiovascular disease 
later in life. This 
is due in part, she 
said, to nephron 
shortages in the 
infant kidney.

“The kidney is 
unique in that 
it gets all of its 
nephrons by 36 
weeks	gestation.	If	
we are born early, 
there may not be 
enough time to 
develop all of our 
nephrons,” she 
said.

Nephrons are the basic structural and functional unit 
of the kidney, helping to filter the blood, reabsorbing 
substances that are needed, and excreting the rest.

When	Dr.	Charlton	approached	the	Gerber	Foundation,	
she was seeking better ways to identify infants at-risk 
for chronic kidney problems so their families can be 
provided with education and close monitoring.

Serum	 creatinine,	 the	 most	 commonly	 used	 indicator	
of renal function, does not give a clear picture of renal 
injury and renal reserve in infants, she noted. And little 
was known about how gestational and postnatal age 
would influence urinary proteins.

Her	cohort	study	evaluated	urinary	protein	patterns	of	
a	 family	 of	 proteins	 -	 Insulin-Like	 Growth	 Factor	 and	
their binding proteins - and the change over time during 
development and growth of the infant kidney. 

Dr.	Charlton	collected	urine	at	birth	and	at	various	times	
over two years from preterm infants (gestational ages 
28-35	weeks),	term	infants	(38-40	weeks),	and	infants	

born with a single 
kidney.

As she suspected, 
gestational and 
postnatal age must 
be considered when 
evaluating the 
benefits of urinary 
biomarkers.

“Urinary	 proteins	
were elevated in 
preterm infants, 
then slowly 
declined over six 
months to the 
same levels as 

term infants. This indicates that these infants may have 
an extended period of renal development after birth,” 
she said. And urinary protein levels remained relatively 
stable over the first year of life for term infants.

Analysis on infants born with a single kidney is ongoing.

Dr.	Charlton	said	she	is	grateful	to	the	Gerber	Foundation	
for helping to fund her work. “This support really allowed 
me to begin my research career, to discover for myself 
that	there	is	a	niche	here	for	me,”	she	said.	“I	am	truly	
grateful for the opportunity.”
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foundatIon focus
The Foundation’s mission focuses 
on infants and young children. 
Accordingly, priority is given to 
projects that improve the nutrition, 
care and development of infants and 
young children from the first year 
before birth to three years of age. 
Projects should support a specific 
health or nutrition intervention and 
have defined outcome parameters.
 
The Foundation is particularly 
interested in fresh approaches to 
solving common, everyday problems 
or emerging issues within our defined 
program areas. Projects should be 
focused on issues faced by care 
providers that, when implemented, 
will improve the health, nutrition 
and/or developmental outcomes for 
infants and young children. Projects 
may include research on etiologic 
mechanisms, diagnostic procedures, 
reduction of side effects or symptoms, 
therapies or treatment, dosing (under 
or over) for drugs, nutrients or 
other therapeutics, or preventative 
measures.

Competitive requests will be focused 
in a way to achieve measurable 
outcomes that could result in systemic 
practice changes within a reasonable 
period of time.
The Foundation gives priority to 
projects of national or regional impact. 
Foundation support is not typically 
ongoing. Project outcomes should 
be of sufficient impact, if successful, 
to generate long-term support from 
other sources.

PrIMarY Interests
The Foundation has three primary 
categories of interest in its national 
grantmaking programs:

Pediatric Health. Projects in this 
category respond to the Foundation’s 
interest in promoting health and 

natIonal GrantMaKInG GuIdelInes

preventing disease. We are especially 
interested in applied research focused 
on preventing serious neonatal 
and early childhood illnesses, and 
on preventing the development of 
serious, chronic illnesses later in 
life. We also welcome research that 
evaluates or improves cognitive 
functioning in infants and young 
children, or the social and emotional 
aspects of development.

Pediatric nutrition. These 
projects respond to a long-time 
interest of the Foundation in assuring 
adequate nutrition for infants and 
young children. Projects include 
applied research that evaluates the 
provision of specific nutrients and 
their related outcomes in infants and 
young children.

environmental Hazards 
Finally, we are interested in 
research that evaluates the effects of 
environmental hazards on infants 
and young children and, ultimately, 
promotes children’s health and 
well-being. Projects might include 
applied research that documents the 
impact of, or ameliorates the effect 
of, environmental hazards on the 
development of infants and young 
children.

WHat We do not fund
While we endeavor to maintain 
a high degree of flexibility in our 
programming, we do observe several 
practical limitations.  We do not make 
grants or loans to individuals. Outside 
the West Michigan area, we do not 
support capital campaigns, operating 
support or event sponsorship. We also 
do not support exclusive food or baby 
products giveaway programs, national 
child welfare programs, international 
based programs or product testing for 
commercialization purposes.

WHo can aPPlY
Organizations recognized as tax-
exempt under Internal Revenue 
Code 501(c)(3) or a federal, state or 
municipal unit exempt from federal, 
state and local taxes are eligible to apply 
for Foundation grants. Organizations 
must also be determined not to be 
private foundations under Internal 
Revenue Code 509. No grants are 
made to individuals.

With few exceptions, only organizations 
with principal operations in the United 
States and its territories are eligible 
for funding. Within the United States, 
there is no geographic limitation to the 
Foundation’s grantmaking.
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fundInG lIMItatIons
While there is no policy affecting 
the dollar amounts of Foundation 
grants, there are some practical 
considerations. Projects requiring 
small grants (generally under 
$50,000) are typically local in scope 
and impact, and therefore may not be 
within the scope of national funding 
initiatives. Large requests (greater 
than $400,000) may exceed available 
Foundation resources. Please 
describe your need for funds in a 
way that makes sense of the specific 
request. Clearly describe the impact 
Foundation dollars will have on the 
course of the project.

In some cases, projects are best 
funded by multiple funders to provide 
evidence of broad acceptance of the 
project concept or potential outcome. 
At other times, the role of single 
project donor is appropriate. In either 
instance, you should make the case 
for your funding plan.

HoW to aPPlY
  Step One: Review Foundation 
interests and limitations above.
In all of our grantmaking, the 
Foundation is particularly interested in 
fresh approaches to solving common, 
everyday problems in our defined 
program areas, approaches that, if 
proven successful, can generate long-
term support from other sources, 
research and interventions that 
promote the health and well-being 
of infants up to the age of three, and 
approaches and activities that lead to 
systemic change. We welcome and 
encourage contact from researchers 
at any time.

  Step Two: Review general application 
guidelines and procedures.

General application guidelines and 
procedures can be found under 
the “Pediatric Research” tab on our 
website (www.gerberfoundation.
org). The Foundation may receive 
grant proposals from unsolicited 

sources as well as from organizations 
with which we have been in contact. 
However, our preference is for an 
initial letter of inquiry/concept paper 
with subsequent communication 
between the grant applicant and our 
Trustees as the grant proposal is being 
developed.

  Step Three: Submit a letter of 
inquiry/concept paper to the 
foundation, outlining the hypotheses 
to be examined, the methods to be 
used and the type of result to be 
anticipated. The letter should include 
the length of the project, number of 
subjects, total cost of the project and 
the amount being requested from The 
Gerber Foundation. The letter enables 
the Foundation staff and Trustees 
to determine the relevance of the 
proposed project to the Foundation’s 
programs and to provide advice on 
whether to submit a full proposal. 
Concept papers are due June and 
December 1st of each year. A cover 
letter should provide information on 
the organization and the researcher.

  Step Four: Submit full proposal. 
The application form can be located 
under the “Pediatric Research” tab 
on the website or can be obtained 
by contacting the Foundation office. 

Proposal deadlines are February and 
August 15 of each year. 

WHen to aPPlY
Organizations seeking grants should 
begin the application process at least 
six months before the start of the 
proposed grant period.  Proposals 
are initially reviewed by program staff 
and select Trustees. If recommended 
for review, the proposal is subject to 
review and approval under guidelines 
established by the Foundation’s Board 
of Trustees.

Letters of inquiry are due June and 
December 1 with grant awards 
approved in November and May.

contactInG tHe 
foundatIon
For questions, contact the Program 
Manager, Catherine Obits in writing 
at 4747 West 48th Street, Suite 153, 
Fremont, Michigan 49412-8119. You 
may phone us at (231) 924-3175. 
Our fax number is (231) 924-7906, 
and our email address is tgf@ncresa.
org
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aPPlIcatIon Procedures
Submit seven (7) copies (unless indicated otherwise in parentheses) and one (1) CD with all materials of your proposal, typed and 
double spaced. Please number pages. (Note: Proposals are reviewed by individuals from clinical and non-clinical backgrounds. 
Efforts to minimize clinical jargon where possible are appreciated.) The proposal should include the following items: 
1. Covering letter, signed by the senior administrative official of the applying organization, briefly describing the applicant 

organization and endorsing the project. 
2. Completed application form. 
3. One page synopsis/abstract of the proposal, including hypotheses, methods, and expected outcomes. 
4. One page description of applying organization, its current programs and services and population(s) served. 
5. Proposal narrative. (Limit 15 pages) This is the main source of proposal information, and should include: 
 a. Goals, objectives, hypotheses and methods to be used to meet them. 
 b. Size of the population to be studied in terms of age, gender, ethnicity, the source of subjects and the recruitment process. 
 c. Description of evaluation measures in place or planned to assess project results and outcomes.
 d. Expected impact of the project nationally or regionally, potential for project replication or ways in which the project responds 

to the Foundation’s preference for broad impact projects. 
 e. Plan for acknowledging Foundation support for project. 
6. Appendices (please tab): 
	 •	a)	 Project schedule/timeline of events with expected results and conclusions. Provide a table of expected outcomes and/or 

interventions and measures for each year of project. Example: 
  Outcomes  Measurement  How Measure will be obtained 

  Outcome 1  Description of steps to be  Describe how outcomes will 
Outcome 2 completed within each year be measured 

 

	 •	b)	 Description	and	status	of	any	collaborations	or	linkages	with	others	to	enhance	project	outcomes.	
	 •	c)	 Budget:	
	 	 •	 Plan	for	project	funding,	including	a	description	of	any	current	or	requested	funding	by	other	major	donors.	
	 	 •	 Plans	for	continuation	or	discontinuation	of	the	project	after	the	requested	project	funding	period.	
	 	 •	 Line item project budget. If a multi-year project, please provide budget information by year. Indirect costs are limited 

to 10%. 
	 	 •	 Salaries. Percentage of time applied to grant for PI and Co-PI’s will not exceed 30% per person. Base salaries for 

PI and Co-PI’s will not exceed the base salary cap imposed by NIH for NIH grants.
	 	 •	 Budget	summary	including	description	of	duties	of	investigator	and	staff.	
	 •	d)	 Informed	Consent	documentation.	
	 •	e)	 Biosketches	of	principal	investigator	and	significant	support	staff.	Please	submit	CV’s	of	PI	and	Co-PI’s	on	the	CD.	
	 •	f)	 Research	References	
7. (on CD) Most recent Audited Financial Statement. IRS 990 may be submitted if audited financial statement is not available.
8. (on CD) Board Roster, indicating the names and affiliations of the organization’s governing board. 
9. (on CD) IRS documentation indicating that the applying organization is tax exempt and is not a private foundation. 
(1 copy) Optional Items 
Letters of support from organizations with key input or interest in the project. 
Relevant news articles 
Organization’s annual report 
Organization newsletters
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60 Years of Giving

The Gerber Foundation has been in the gift-giving 
business for 60 years.

So,	 on	 the	
anniversary of 60 
years of giving, what 
did the foundation 
do?

The foundation 
gave 12 non-profit 
agencies around 
their home base 
in	 West	 Michigan	
presents	 –	 checks	
for $14,700 each.

“We	 wanted,”	 said	
foundation Board 
President Barbara 
Ivens,	to	“thank	our	
good neighbors for 
sharing in the foundation’s journey.”

The agencies were guests at a luncheon hosted by 
the	 foundation	 on	 November	 2	 at	 the	 Stone	 Lodge	
in Fremont to celebrate the foundation’s diamond 
anniversary.

Ms.	Ivens	said	the	agencies	are	“long-standing	neighbors,	
which is why we wanted to celebrate this important 
milestone with them.”

Ms.	Ivens	traced	the	agencies’	histories	in	the	Fremont	
area and the many points where the agencies’ work and 
the foundation’s 60-year path came together.

The Gerber Baby Foods Fund was established in 1952 
by	 Dan	 Gerber	 Sr.,	 Bill	 Branstrom,	 Les	 Janes,	 Steve	
Nisbet,	and	Bill	Hudson.

As	 officers	 of	 Gerber	 Products	 Company,	 these	 men	
had great insight as to a company’s responsibilities in 

meeting social needs 
and in being good 
corporate citizens. 
They adopted a 
giving policy that 
still guides the 
foundation’s giving 
today.

With	 an	 original	
gift of cash and 
stock from Gerber 
Products	 Company,	
in its first year the 
Gerber Baby Foods 
Fund awarded grants 
totaling $14,700.

Today, the Gerber 
Foundation annually 

awards over $3.2 million, of which one-third - $1.1 
million - supports programs, projects and scholarships 
in	West	Michigan.	

The	 organizations	 honored	 were	 Newaygo	 County	
Prevention	 of	 Child	 Abuse,	 Grant	 Area	 District	
Library,	Gerald	R.	Ford	Council	 of	 the	Boy	Scouts	of	
America,	 Fremont	 Area	 District	 Library,	 Newaygo	
County	 Agricultural	 Fair,	 Newaygo	 County	 Regional	
Educational	 Services	 Agency,	 Newaygo	 Area	 District	
Library,	 Hesperia	 Community	 Library,	 White	 Cloud	
Community	 Library,	 DeVos	 Children’s	 Hospital,	 True	
North	 Community	 Services,	 and	 Spectrum	 Health	
Gerber	Memorial.
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In	2012,	the	Gerber	Foundation	awarded	$464,960	to	
its	West	Michigan	partners.	The	funds	were	used	to	help	
build parenting skills, for infant and toddler development, 
early childhood literacy, and skill development.

Alpha	Family	Center’s	Earn While You Learn program 
is designed to build parenting skills. Families earn Alpha 
Bucks as they complete training modules in infant care 
and development, household budgeting, and other 
areas. Alpha Bucks can be spent at the center on such 
items as cribs, high 
chairs, and diapers.

Parenting skills 
also is the point 
of the Parents as 
Teachers educator 
r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n 
grant awarded 
to the Newaygo 
County	 Regional	
Educational	Service	
Agency.

Infant	 and	 toddler	
development is 
the aim of a grant 
to the Grand 
Rapids	 Children’s	
Museum,	 where	
they constructed a textured caterpillar exhibit that 
engages infants and toddlers. The caterpillar is built like a 
bridge, and helps toddlers develop balance as they go up 
or down hill. Various textures along the caterpillar help 
to	develop	tactile	skills.	Mirrors	and	spinning	objects	are	
also part of the development fun.

Early	childhood	literacy	was	the	focus	of	several	grants.	
Reach Out and Read provides books to young children 
at	 local	 Federally	 Qualified	 Health	 Centers.	 READ 
Muskegon	 	 teaches	parents	 of	 young	 children	how	 to	
read to their young child as the parent learns to read. 
The Luther Library used their grant for their preschool 
Story Hour.

The	Muskegon	Rotary	Park	earned	a	grant	to	help	build	
a barrier-free playground in the city. 

Funding for a first-
ever	 STEM	 Expo	
was awarded to 
the Newaygo 
County	 Regional	
E d u c a t i o n a l	
Service	 Agency.	
Here	 students	
developed	 STEM	
skills by identifying 
a question or 
problem and 
presenting how 
they reached a 
solution or came 
to an answer.

Finally, the Nuveen 
Center	for	the	Arts	

received a grant for its project AARGH! Watershed art/
science program, which combines art education with 
science education about local watersheds.

West Michigan Grants

“We may not be able to prepare the future for our children, 
but we can prepare our children for the future.”

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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West MIcHIGan Grants
Alpha Family Center  9,454 
Purchase	of	baby	items	for	‘Earn	While	You	Learn’	program	
 
Arts Center for Newaygo County  1,500 
6th Grade ballet experience 
 
Baldwin Family Health Care    
Children’s	Dental	Sensors	 	22,756 
Children’s	Dental	Sensors	(Health	Care	Fund)	 	7,529  
Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp  4,000 
Camp	scholarships	 
Camp Newaygo    
Camp	scholarships	 	14,491 
Speak	Up!	Program	 	2,500  
Catholic Charities of West Michigan 
Teen parent program  15,000  
Community enCompass    
Youth	Summer	Employment	program	 	2,500 
Project	CATCH	scholarships	 	3,000  
Croton Community Library  7,000 
60th Anniversary celebration  
Eagle Village  10,000 
Scholarships	for	at-risk	youth	 
Family Futures  2,500 
Early	Developmental	screening	program	 
Fremont Area District Library 
AWE	Afterschool	Edge	program	  3,200 
60th Anniversary celebration  14,700  
Fremont High School  10,000 
Calculators	for	high	school	math/science	classrooms	 
Gerald R Ford Boy Scout Council  14,700 
60th Anniversary celebration  
Grand Rapids Children’s Museum  6,000 
Infant/Toddler	Texture	Caterpillar	exhibit	 
Grant Area District Library  14,700 
60th Anniversary celebration 
 
Harbor Hospice   4,900 
Scholarships	for	Camp	Courage	
 
Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital  14,700 
60th Anniversary celebration 
 
Hesperia Community Library  14,700 
60th Anniversary celebration  
Holton High School  1,500 
Girls softball equipment  
Kids Food Basket  5,000 
Sack	supper	program	 
Local FFA Organizations (National Agricultural Science 
Education Organization)  6,000 
Scholarship	Support	for	Washington	Leadership	Conference 
Luther Area Public Library  1,524 
Preschool	Story	Hour	program	
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Michigan State University Extension (Lake County)  765 
4-H	Capital	Experience	field	trip	 
Michigan State University Extension (Newaygo County)  2,000 
4-H	Exploration	Days	 
Mission for Area People    2,000 
Back	to	School	Backpack	Program	
 
Muskegon Area Intermediate School District  700 
West	Michigan	Science	Challenge	 
Muskegon County Public Health  630 
Halo	Sleep	Sacks	
 
Muskegon Rotary Club  5,000 
Barrier free playground and park  
Newaygo Area District Library  14,700 
60th Anniversary celebration 
 
Newaygo County Agricultural Fair    
Purchase of meat for donation to local food pantries   10,000 
60th Anniversary celebration  14,700  
Newaygo County Conservation District 
Astronaut science presentation to youth groups  1,500 
Observatory	scholarships	for	student	groups	 	9,277 
 
Newaygo County Historical Museum  1,295 
Hands	on	History	program	 
Newaygo County Prevention of Child Abuse    
Sexual	Abuse	prevention	program	 	2,509 
60th Anniversary celebration  14,700 
 
Newaygo County Regional Educational Service Agency 
FIRST	Robotics	Program	 	5,000 
Parents	as	Teachers	Educator	recertification	 	3,900 
STEM	Expo	  1,000 
60th Anniversary celebration  14,700  
Nuveen Community Center for the Arts  2,130 
Project	AARGH!	Watershed	art/science	program	
 
Pathfinders  10,000 
Afterschool program  
Reach Out and Read  10,000 
Reading	program	for	preschool	children	
 
READ Muskegon  5,000 
Family	Success	through	Literacy	program	 
Spectrum Health Gerber Memorial  14,700 
60th Anniversary celebration 
 
TrueNorth Community Services    
Youth programming  19,000 
60th Anniversary celebration  14,700  
Walkerville Wesleyan Hope House  2,000 
Food pantry support 
 
West Michigan Community Help Net  4,500 
Youth mentorship program 
 
White Cloud Community Library 
Capital	campaign	for	new	library	 	50,000 
60th Anniversary celebration  14,700 
 
 total West MIcHIGan Grants aWarded:    464,960 
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2012 Grants PaId

2012 Grants Paid
(Current and Prior Year Commitments)

Special Initiatives $ 994,283 28%
Pediatric Health $ 751,570 21%
Pediatric Nutrition $ 645,906 18%
Nutrient Competitors $ 337,841 9%
West Michigan $  184,997 5%
Matching Grants $ 158,271 4%
Scholarships $ 275,123 8%
Discretionary Grants $ 252,000 7%

 $   3,599,994             100%

scholarships
This year 73 students were selected 
to receive a scholarship for higher 
education through the Foundation. 
Scholarships	are	provided	to	students	
graduating from a high school in 
Newaygo	or	Muskegon	Counties	 in	
Michigan.

The	 Daniel	 Gerber	 Sr.	 Medallion	
Scholarship,	 awarded	 to	 students	
graduating	from	a	Newaygo	County	
high school, provides $9,200 for 
post-secondary	education.	 In	2012,	
22 students received this award 
while 60 continued to receive 
funding from prior year selections. 
Total scholarship payments for the 
year were $170,860.

The	 Gerber	 Foundation	 Merit	
Scholarship,	 awarded	 to	 students	
graduating from Newaygo or 
Muskegon	 County	 high	 schools,	
provides $2,300 for the first year 
of post-secondary education. 
Fifty-one students were awarded 
this scholarship in 2012, totaling 
$117,300.

28%

21%
18%

9%

5%

4%

8%
7%
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Pediatric Health

Pediatric Nutrition

Nutrient Competitors

West Michigan

Matching Grants
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Discretionary Grants



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



The Gerber Foundation
4747 W. 48th Street, Suite 153

Fremont, Michigan 49412
(231) 924-3175

www.gerberfoundation.org


